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We are officially 100 days from the FIFA World Cup 2026!

A home World Cup is a once-in-a-generation moment for our sport and our country. The countdown starts now, and U.S.
Soccer members will be at the center of bringing that excitement to life in communities across the nation.

Beginning today, we are marking 100 days until kickoff with a nationwide slate of fan and community activations
designed to bring supporters closer to the game than ever before. From Insiders Chapters launching in 12 cities and
Soccer Forward Fests engaging communities coast to coast, to the Insiders World Cup ticket draw, Jersey Drop, pre-
tournament matches, a live roster reveal celebration in New York City, and the opening of U.S. Soccer House in Los
Angeles, the next 100 days are packed with opportunities for fans to experience the World Cup in meaningful ways.

Together, these efforts will reach millions across digital, broadcast, and in-person platforms and ensure that this
tournament feels national in scale and local in impact. We are also putting the finishing touches on the U.S. Soccer World
Cup Watch Party Toolkit, developed in partnership with members, and will share it with you as soon as it’s ready so you
can bring the World Cup to life in your community.

The next 100 days are about capturing the energy of this moment and channeling it across the country. The days will
celebrate the growth of our game and invite more fans, families, and communities to be part of something bigger than a
tournament.

We encourage you to share the 100 Days Out assets across your channels after they go live at 8 a.m. ET and to lean into
the momentum locally. Whether through watch parties, community events, or simple storytelling, your leadership will
help ensure this World Cup feels national and local at the same time.

The world is coming. The stage is set. The next 100 days matter. Let’s make them count together. Look for updated
information as we move closer to World Cup 2026!

Soccer Forward Fests Are Underway in Communities Nationwide!

The celebration has begun!

Yesterday, as we officially hit 100 days until the FIFA Men’s World Cup 2026, Soccer Forward Fests kicked off in Los Angeles,
hosted by FOX Sports and the Boys & Girls Club of Long Beach. These Fests are all about celebrating the power of soccer to
bring communities together as part of the Keeping Score of What Matters campaign—and Members are already leading the
way. More than 20 member organizations have registered already, and we’re just getting started!

Upcoming Soccer Forward Fests already reflect the breadth of this movement, with member-led events including Wyoming
Soccer Association’s Soccer Fest on March 6, Maryland Youth Soccer’s Summer Soccer Fest Series kicking off in June, and
Delaware Youth Soccer’s Mickey Wherry Recreational Tournament in May.

Soccer Forward Fests are designed to be community-led and easy to activate anywhere in the country. From play days and
skills challenges to small-sided games and soccer-inspired celebrations, your organization can now register your own events
and join a growing national movement that showcases the many ways soccer helps people keep score of what matters most
beyond the scoreboard.



MARCH, 2026

VOL. 2

DYSA CHRONICLES

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

BY: CHAD REED, DYSA PRESIDENT
DYSA MEMBERS,

AS THE EXCITEMENT AROUND THE WORLD CUP INSPIRES FANS
ACROSS THE GLOBE, THE DELAWARE YOUTH SOCCER
ASSOCIATION IS PROUD TO SEE THAT SAME PASSION GROWING
RIGHT HERE IN OUR COMMUNITIES. MOMENTS ON THE WORLD
STAGE REMIND US HOW POWERFUL THIS GAME CAN BRING
PEOPLE TOGETHER AND INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PLAYERS.

OUR MISSION IS TO GIVE EVERY YOUNG ATHLETE IN DELAWARE
THE CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF SOCCER, BUILD
CONFIDENCE, AND DEVELOP TEAMWORK AND SPORTSMANSHIP.
WHO KNOWS—TODAY’S YOUTH PLAYERS MAY BE TOMORROW’S
STARS.

THANK YOU TO OUR PLAYERS, COACHES, VOLUNTEERS, AND
FAMILIES FOR CONTINUING TO GROW THE GAME ACROSS
DELAWARE.

LOOK WHAT’'S HAPPENING STATEWIDE:

MARCH 21-22, 2026
MAY 2 & 3, 2026
MAY 16-17, 2026
JUNE 6-7, 2026
AUG. 29-30, 2026

DE FC SPRING CLASSIC, HOCKESSIN, DE

ANNUAL MICKEY WHERRY REC. TOURNAMENT, KENT COUNTY
2NP ANNUAL BEACH CUP, RIVER SOCCER COMPLEX

ODP EAST REG. TOURNAMENT, TBD

RUSH TO THE SHORE CUP, OCEAN CITY MD

DYSA Awards Luncheon
DYSA hosted our Annual Recognition Awards luncheon on February 1 at Wild Quail Country
Club. This year we received over 30 nominations for the various categories. Congratulations
again to this year's winners!

Kaitlyn SchechKent County Parks & Rec., Administrator of the Year-Female
Nomination forwarded to USYS

Tom Mccauley, Concord Soccer, Administrator of the Year-Male

John Andrews, River SC - Volunteer of the Year
Nomination forwarded to USYS

Danielle Parker, Concord Soccer
Rec Coach-Female

Kyle Gaffney, Concord Soccer
Rec Coach-Male

Shannon Anfuso, Delmarva Rush, Comp Coach-Female
Nomination forward to USYS

Nick Hess, DEFC, Comp Coach-Male
Nomination forward to USYS

Beckett Green, River SC
TopSoccer Buddy (2024)

JP Sarant, DEFC, TopSoccer Buddy-Male (2025)
Nomination forwarded to USYS

Angelina Mangano, Concord SC, TopSoccer Buddy-Female (2025)
Michael Wikol, DEFC, TopSoccer Coach
Robert Bussiere, Concord, Lew Atkinson Mentor

Sam Burns, DYSA/ODP
Hall of Fame

Rebecca Mais, River SC
Hall of Fame

Bill Sturdivant, DYSA
Hall of Fame

Executive Director’s Updates
By: Sebastian Acosta-Nijamkin, Executive Director
This past month, | had the opportunity to attend the U.S. Soccer Annual General Meeting (AGM), an
outstanding learning and networking experience that brought together leaders from across the country.
What stood out most was the shared commitment to collaboration and cohesiveness at every level of
the game. The conversations centered not only on where soccer is today, but where it’s heading and how
we can work together to move the sport forward in a unified way.

There is tremendous momentum building within youth soccer nationwide, and Delaware is well
positioned to be at the forefront of that growth. From grassroots participation to competitive pathways,
the opportunities ahead are significant. One exciting highlight for our state is the upcoming Soccer
Forward Fest in May, which will showcase innovation, education, and community engagement around
the game we all love.

We're also seeing meaningful progress through the continued expansion of the Girls Initiative, which is
creating more access, visibility, and long-term development opportunities for female players across
Delaware. The energy around girls’ soccer is real, and we’re proud to help lead that movement within
our state.

And of course, with the 2026 FIFA Men's World Cup kicking off this summer, excitement for the sport is
reaching new heights. Global events like this inspire the next generation of players and bring renewed
attention to the power of soccer to unite communities.

The future of the game is bright. Through strong partnerships, intentional leadership, and continued
collaboration, DYSA is committed to ensuring Delaware remains proactive, progressive, and prepared for
what’s next. We're excited for what’s ahead and grateful to everyone who plays a role in moving the
game forward in our state.

This month, we’re addressing one of today’s most critical topics: burnout. From micro-
practices for managing stress to building emotional awareness and setting healthier
boundaries, this drop is all about helping your teams reclaim energy and prevent burnout
before it starts. Click here to learn more on this topic


https://roundglassliving.com/meditation/classes/how-to-tame-intrusive-thoughts?utm_source=Communication-Email-&utm_medium=QR_Link&utm_campaign=B2B-All%20B2B%20Users-MEPY-WM-Recurring-How_to_Tame_Intrusive_Thoughts-1-M5&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--rR2y3jLo6QfgMFq7II2UQvT0xfuSA-c_EtwPIo7erO8u9DDXti9EzkiV9_-dQ_h9nTKzw6fVodfEaPl2h1dcRX14mZA&source_caller=bulk&pid=Communication-Email-&is_retargeting=false&_hsmi=24297107&utm_content=24297107&utm_source=hs_email&shortlink=WM612MEPY1M5&utm_medium=email&deep_link_value=https%3A%2F%2Froundglassliving.com%2Fvoyager-download.html%3Fscreen_code%3DCLASS_DETAILS%26event_code%3DVIEW%26entity%3Dclcuq6dhs09b70yo45owgzd6s&c=B2B-All%20B2B%20Users-MEPY-WM-Recurring-How_to_Tame_Intrusive_Thoughts-1-M5

Delaware ODP Update - 2025-2026 Campaign & Winter Camp Success
by: Tyler Bastianelli, Director of Talent Identification & ODP

Delaware Youth Soccer Association

| was extremely impressed by the players’ attitude, effort, and overall level of play throughout the camp. The quality of performances made the selection process highly
competitive as we finalize the roster to represent Delaware at the East Region Tournament in June 2025.

We plan to begin sending invitations to selected players between January 26 and January 31, 2026. Once an invitation is received, please review your calendar promptly and
complete registration as soon as possible to secure your roster spot. Invitations will have an approximate seven-day response window; after that deadline, we will move to
the next player on our depth chart and extend additional invitations as needed.

Below, you will find links to photo albums from Winter Camp, captured by our outstanding volunteer photographers. | hope you enjoy viewing them as much as I did. You are
welcome to download and share the photos with family and friends.
Thank you again for your participation and commitment to Delaware ODP.

Delaware ODP Winter Camp Photo Albums

Day 1: December 26, 2025

Photo Album 1

Photo Album 2, Patrick Breslin Photography

Day 2: December 29, 2025

Photo Album

Photo Album 2

*If you have photos you would like to share, please email tyler@dysa.org and I'll provide information on where to upload them so | can share with our ODP Program families.

East Region ODP Tournament details:

Dates:

June 5-7, 2026 (for 2009-2011 age groups)

& June 6-7, 2026 (for 2012-2014 age groups)
Location:

Girls: Tuckahoe Turf Farm in Hammonton, NJ
Boys: PA Classics in Manheim, PA

Note to Delaware ODP Players:

We will continue to closely monitor ODP player performances through ongoing scouting efforts and regular communication with club coaches and contacts. Please remain
focused, committed to your training, and physically prepared in the coming months so you are ready to perform at your best should you be selected to represent Delaware at
the East Region Tournament.

ODP Process, 2025-2026 Campaign Summary:
The Delaware ODP Program is for Under-12 to Under-18 players, and the first step is to attend tryouts in August. Then for the player to be selected at tryouts or get
recommended and be selected to our Delaware ODP Player Pool Winter Camp.

Winter Camp is used to identify the best players in the Delaware State Player Pool to then select to represent Delaware in the East Region Tournament in June 2026. Our
Delaware state teams have been very successful in competing with the other states in the East Region, and we have had a strong number of players selected to the next phase
of ODP.

The East Region Tournament is used by the East Region staff to identify and select players to the East Region Summer ID Event Pool Camp (top players in East Region) in July
2026.

The East Region Summer ID Event Pool Camp, July 2026, is used to pick the top 18 players to represent the East Region in the Interregional Event in January 2027 competing
against the other regional teams.

The Interregional Event is used by the USYS ODP National Team staff to identify the best players from the Regional Teams to be selected to the USYS ODP National Team which
will attend an event (domestic or international) the following Summer in 2027.

SPONSORED BY

55

DELAWARE ORTHOPAEDIC SPECIALISTS

OELAWARE

us



https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/4d3b7eb307f64f74be85af01f111b54e
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/56f76dc85bfd455e9f8b778045fb94a7?invite_id=05713cd2c54a483aba310d045b699bb3&role=viewer
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/0kfy3w5d4384owe78fuxo/AJvJBpr1BLfz5AwQoec4YBU?rlkey=hjkxdnhditkvx1xykvbnci9iy&e=1&dl=0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MD0AByL77wAPCZfZoiwePVP-5wPaEO9v
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new balance

New Balance Footwear Store

Instructions

1. Setup an account at https://www.newbalanceteam.com/
1. You must sign up to purchase from a team store

2. Access the store via link below
1. You must be logged in before clicking the team store link
2. You can also view your team’s stores in your account’s “Locker”

3. Check out like any standard online shopping experience
1. Items are automatically discounted

4. For questions on completed orders, or for help logging in or checking out:

1. Refer to your order confirmation email

2. Contact Customer Care
1. https://www.newbalanceteam.com/customer-care

Store Link

New Balance Footwear Store Link

Passcode: NBFW25

Size Chart
Go to Help at the bottom of the store

Size Guide will be in the bottom left corner

Questions
Text or call (844-628-3267)

Email Customer Care at customercare@newbalanceteam.com

new balance


https://www.newbalanceteam.com/?teamStore=a4iVy000007nlL7IAI&action=add&display=store
mailto:customercare@newbalanceteam.com
mailto:customercare@newbalanceteam.com
mailto:customercare@newbalanceteam.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/FYWdCpYjy4TBZ7kztkFDTGp7Wu?domain=newbalanceteam.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/FYWdCpYjy4TBZ7kztkFDTGp7Wu?domain=newbalanceteam.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/FYWdCpYjy4TBZ7kztkFDTGp7Wu?domain=newbalanceteam.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/MaNuCrklAjSGOWMAsxIyT4bxj6?domain=newbalanceteam.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/MaNuCrklAjSGOWMAsxIyT4bxj6?domain=newbalanceteam.com

DELAWRARE'S WORLD GUP
WATGH PARTY TICKETS

Delaware
=N Culess Discoveries

Get your tickets at visitdelaware.com/worldcup

Get Your Tickets:
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MAY 2 & 3, 2026
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* EARN AT LEAST $20 AN HOUR
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+ GIVE BACK TO THE GAME
+ MEET NEW PEOPLE
* LEARN AND DEVELOP LIFE SKILLS R T e
» STAY ACTIVE B
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SPORTING GOODS.

* PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT

OPPORTUNITIES REMEMBER DICK’S IS HERE TO SUPPORT YOUR ATHLETES WITH MONEY SAVINGS
DISCOUNTS ALL YEAR LONG. NEED A GIFT FOR THE UPCOMING EASTER/SPRING
PLEA N FODE.COM
. SFFE%‘E";*LVFE?‘?E?&TENEE e SEASON, CLICK THE COUPON BELOW FOR MONEY SAVING DISCOUNTS.
REMEMBER. . . EVERY SEASON STARTS WITH DICK’S SPORTING GOODS!
SCAN QR CODE TO SIGN UP E| E
=3 CLICK HERE FOR COUPON
MEW REFEREES CAN GET REIMBURSED (Lt
FOR US SOCCER REGISTRATION COST
THROUGH BYSA E]%e=



https://cmm.dickssportinggoods.com/crmcdn/getoffer.aspx?offer_entity_code=O241DQ4M&token=aJu35g2g2uIcEWf7IyBwd9EhhX1FqihXdMJ8MkTVmUTOFyLtdYAT86f4Esfe0ogvXCp9T4rnn-VpH8K2gR8zA2

DYSA IS PLEASED TO HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THESE SPONSORS
FOR THE 25/26 SOCCER SEASON:
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